Nassau County Department of Health

Preschool Special Education Program

Extended School Year Services


We would like to draw your attention to the Nassau County Department of Health Preschool Special Education Program, Best Practice Manual section on Extended School Year Service (ESY) (12 month) summer and Vacations:

EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR SERVICES (ESY) (12 MONTH) SUMMER AND VACATIONS

· Extended school year services must be available for a minimum of 30 school days during the months of July and August.

· The CPSE should indicate on the IEP the beginning and end dates of the program, location, and frequency of the service.

· The CPSE must consider if a student requires extended school year special education services in order to prevent substantial regression. (8 weeks or more)

Substantial regression would be indicated by a student’s inability to maintain developmental levels due to a loss of skill, set of skill competencies or knowledge during the months of July and August.  In accordance with Section 200.6(j) of the Commissioner’s Regulations, students must be considered for twelve-month special services and/or programs to prevent substantial regression if they are:

· Students whose management needs are determined to be highly intensive and require a high degree of individualized attention and intervention and who are placed in special classes;

· Students with severe multiple disabilities, whose programs consist primarily of habilitation and treatment and are placed in special classes;

· Students who are recommended for home and/or hospital instruction whose special education needs are determined to be highly intensive and require a high degree of individualized attention and intervention or who have severe multiple disabilities and require primarily habilitation and treatment; students whose needs are so severe that they can met only in a seven day residential program; or

· Students receiving other special education services who, because of their disabilities, exhibit the need for twelve-month special service and/or program provided in a structured learning environment of up to 12 months duration in order to prevent substantial regression. (8 weeks or more)

Both quantitative and qualitative information should be reviewed by the Committee to substantiate the need for providing such services and programs.  A student is eligible for a twelve-month service or program when the period of review or reteaching required to recoup the skill or knowledge level attained by the end of the prior school year is beyond the time ordinarily reserved for that purpose at the beginning of the school year.  The typical period of review or reteaching ranges between 20 and 40 school days.  As a guideline for determining eligibility for an extended school year program, a review period of eight weeks or more would indicate that substantial regression has occurred.

The CPSE should also consider when making a determination for ESY services that the intent of special education programs and services is for the child to have access to education commensurate with their typically developing peers.

To assist providers and school districts with this matter we have developed a Sample Regression Measurement Tool (please see attachment) to be completed for children who do not meet the criteria stated above in Section 200.6(j) of the Commissioner’s Regulations.
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